
City of Vancouver Homeless Persons’ Mapping Session   

January 17, 2020 in advance of the Homeless Count  

 

Jane D. and I attended this morning session at City Hall on Friday, January 17, 2020. 

 All known agencies/organizations who work with this population were invited, but not all attended in 

person. There were perhaps 16-20 representatives attending.  

4 large city maps were laid on different tables, each representing a specific geographic section of the 

city. City reps recorded the info given by tagging locations then noting specific information provided for 

each location.  

Jane and I went to the Westside table and mapped out where we meet those the Westside Anglican 

Neighbourhood Ministry sees. It was good to be able to detail the Saturday encounters we have. 

Jane and I were both satisfied by the accurate recording of info we provided.  

It was made clear to the City officials that we only encounter folks on Saturday mornings, though Jane 

added info about people she meets in the downtown core on Sundays and during the week. 

We had opportunity to chat with a few different professionals/workers, like the 2 reps from WISH in the 

DTES – supported in the past by St. Philip’s Outreach; another from the Aboriginal Mothers Centre 

which St. Philip’s Outreach Committee supports with annual donations; the DTES Womens’ Center 

which serves up to 400 women per day!!! ; City Park Rangers who patrol Stanley Park, the Southlands 

and Musqueam shorelines, etc; and so many others. 

Homelessness and poverty are such a terrible plague on us all, highlighted by all those agencies invited 

to this mapping exercise: deeply upsetting, unsettling and almost intransigent problems so very many of 

us are trying so hard to improve.   

I am grateful to be part of the WANM. It seems a selfish reflection. It’s a parish Christian Outreach 

opportunity like no other: usually met with recognition, trust, welcome, and relief. Even those who 

refuse contact seem to know we could be trusted.  

 

Joanne V. 

Outdoor Team member,  
Westside Neighbourhood Ministry 
 


